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What’s the story behind the name?
    “Where we grew up, anybody that played in a band played heavy music – either punk or hardcore or metal or whatever,” explains frontman Mat McHugh. “I wanted to pick a name that was the exact opposite of all that macho posturing and the associated tough-guy band names. And a beautiful girl was just about the sweetest, most appropriate opposite I could think of”. 

Coast to coast… 

    At the moment there’s a lot of Aussie bands giving the frequent flyer miles a nudge in an attempt to get their music heard outside of Australia. T.B.G. are among the frontrunners. The group, which consists of McHugh, bassist Clay McDonald, drummer Mitch Connelly and the Brazilian harmonica player Felipe –  are looking ahead to their first proper US release: We’re Already Gone.  Already with two Gold Records in Australia the band continues to tour non-stop, including Australia, Japan (twice) and the U.S (four times). Headlining shows have been sold out consistently in Australia, Japan, the UK, the Netherlands.  In ’05 they went on the road with Hawaiian/Cali band Pepper. And then with Slightly Stoopid, Fishbone, and Mason Jennings whom they have recorded a track with as well! We expect some very great things for this band in the States.  Management is being handled by the same group who works with Sublime, Slightly Stoopid, and Pepper. The perfect ensemble for a focused Stateside push. 


The motivations …

    Sometime around 2001, the singer/song writer spent a year living abroad, including a six month stay in New York. He loved it. And at the time he was pretty sure the city held his future. The Beautiful Girls weren’t a reality at the time, in fact, they weren’t even an idea. McHugh was driven by a case of short term musical tunnel – vision. “I was fanatical, in that all I would listen to was old pre war blues guys – no bands at all,” he remembers. “The original idea was to go back to Australia and record some demos with a rhythm section then go back to New York.”

    Of course, things don’t always go as we plan. But then, that’s a big part of the “beauty” inherent in this band. Those attempts at demos ended up birthing the group that exists today; a group that found themselves achieving almost instant success, and drawing favorable comparisons to the likes of Ben Harper, Jack Johnson and Nick Drake. 

Influences …

Early influences were varied. For McHugh, music is something that goes all the way back to his childhood; to the days before he lost his father at a tragically young age. “When I was a little kid, instead of watching T.V, my dad would put headphones on me and make me listen to his records and pick what instrument was doing what,” McHugh remembers fondly. “There were old jazz records, Willie Nelson, Johnny Cash and some Tijuana Brass – which he loved. Maybe it was just because I got to hang with my dad, but it meant the world to me. When he died I was determined to carry on with music, and one day have my own records out for someone else’s kids to listen to.”

    “Ben Harper was a big influence early on, because he was one of the first guys recently to break through and not just be a rock act,” says McHugh. “Any music that has the emotional bases covered. I like that. There’s so much in music.”  

Current Release: We’re Already Gone (Cornerstone R.A.S. 2006)  
Expanding expectations: In instrumentation, performance and songcraft. This album has a strong band emphasis and includes a stack of extra coloring. Keyboards, a brass section, melodica and harp solos move the album forward. And the rhythm sections time spent (nearly four years), on the road is evident. It swings. It is a collision of styles. The songs, for the most part, are darker – though there are still the trademark moments of melodic beauty (Let’s Take The Long Way and When I Had you With Me). Mostly it is a collision of structure and riff. A mix of art, dub and rock.

On music...
In all of the Beautiful Girls’ music there is an awareness. This consciousness acknowledges the power of music and all the elements involved. “I love hip-hop for its lyrics and groove.” explains McHugh. “I love blues for its desperation and soul, I love dub for its bass lines. I pretty much listen to a crazy range of music and it all seems natural and beautiful to me. Music has saved my life in a lot of ways. It’s too important to me to take lightly…” 
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